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The Reach Project

The last two articles discussed the
need for our church family to “Reach
Up” and grow in faith and “Reach In” to
support and nurture relationships

; within our congregations. This final
‘ ) article will address the third part of
Reach Out

The Reach Project, “Reach Out”.

Reaching out means several things: doing “good works” in the
community, such as charity projects; evangelizing and bringing people
to our faith; and insuring that the Orthodox Church is known in the
larger community, by participation in community events.

§

Good Works

Is doing good works necessary to our faith? Isn’t it enough that we
believe, go to church, pray? Let’s look to scripture for an answer:

What does it profit, my brethren, if someone says he has faith

but not works? Can faith save him? If a brother or sister is naked
and destitute of daily food, and one of you says to them, “Depart in
peace, be warmed and filled,” but you do not give them the things
which are needed for the body, what does it profit? Thus also faith

by itself, if it does not have works, is dead.
James 2: 14-17

It is clear that we are called to help others in need. Here are some
suggestions.... may they be a springboard for discussion.

Brainstorm with your congregation: are there any families in
your community who are in need? A family travelling to
Edmonton to the Stollery Children’s hospital might sincerely
need and appreciate a fuel gift card, hospital parking passes or
gift certificate for a hotel.

The sick child might take comfort from receiving a homemade
quilt or fuzzy blanket; a bag with activities; or a card from
children in the congregation.

It is not necessary to know the family; but know of them and that
they are in need.



Are there any organizations in the community that can be
partnered with? For example, do a semi-annual drive for the
Food Bank; sponsor a pyrohy lunch for Parent Link Moms and
tots; contact the school to see if there are students who need
school supplies and do an event such as “Fill the Backpack”; do
a project with the Women’s Shelter such as collect and donate
toques, mitts, and socks for women and children; organize a
music night at a senior’s care facility; or do a container planting
project with kids and babas.

There are so many ways to do good works ... we just need to look
with fresh eyes and be willing to help!

Evangelizing - Bringing People to Our Faith

As individuals, we should not be afraid to talk about our Church
and our faith and let people know that we are Orthodox
Christians. And... to speak of our faith and other faiths with
gentleness and respect.

Invite and welcome people to our services: host a “Bring a Friend
to Church Sunday” (What if we did this every Sunday?!)

Invite friends to church social events (like pizza night).

Hold a church open house. Sponsor a block party to get to know
your church neighbourhood.

Have a “Homecoming Sunday” and invite former members or
those with Orthodox roots to attend.

Be as inclusive as possible. Sometimes we get comfortable in
our own church families, and it is difficult for outsiders to feel
like they fit in.

The most important thing we can do is pray for family and
friends who don’t believe. Pray that God will open their hearts
and minds to Him. We also can live Christian lives, so that they
can see God working through us.

“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering,

kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control.

If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit.
Galatians 5:22, 25

Evangelizing not only means bringing people to our faith, but
taking our faith to the people. It means leaving the safety of our
churches, and taking our faith into the community.



3. Be a Part of the Community
It is safe to say that, the Orthodox Church is a bit of a mystery ... the
average person knows little about us, what we believe, or how we
worship. Some people don’t even realize that we are Christians! Out
reach involves shining the light on our church, so that people come to
know us as an integral part of our communities.

You are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot

be hidden. Nor do they light a lamp and put it under a basket,

but on a lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in the house.

Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your

good works and glorify your Father in heaven.
Matthew 5:14-16

Some suggestions/ideas for community involvement:

. Become an active member of Interfaith Groups; participate in
Ecumenical events such as a community-based Thanksgiving
Service, Remembrance Day, Week of Prayer for Christian Unity,
World Day of Prayer, and so forth. Faith is not a competition! We
can work cooperatively with other faith communities to make a

difference.

. Participate in community celebrations such as Heritage,
Christmas, or other Festivals.

. Put a float in a parade. Sponsor an after-parade event such as an
ice cream or hotdog give away.

. Invite community members to church-sponsored activities such
as paska making, pysanky writing, and even special Services.

. Join/support a community-based committee that has a faith

component. Palliative Care, which helps people to live fully, while
facing end-of life decisions, would be an example.

Another way in which we can be involved is to look beyond our towns

to the larger Orthodox Community.

Ways we can Reach Out to them:

. Share ideas and perspectives with other Orthodox Parishes
through articles in the Visnyk, networking at Western
Assemblies, and talking to faithful from other Districts. What are
our success stories? What are other churches doing ... and what
“works” for them?
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